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places of Communist propaganda. It stated for, example, that the British Communist Party contained very few specialists to direct the operations of the future Red Army. The reply of the Soviet representative might under normal conditions have allayed the suspicions of this puerile effusion. He regretted that the letter should have been published, without his being consulted, especially as it was calculated to prejudice the Anglo-Russian treaties. He assured the Foreign Office that from the title of the signatory and from other evidence he could have proved it to have been a gross forgery. At that precise moment the public were not in a mood to reason, dates were published which showed that Mr, MacDonald had made eulogistic speeches on Russia on several occasions after the receipt of the Red Letter by himself. Before he had proved it false, he had implied his disbelief in its authenticity. The dice were loaded against him and the landslide towards the Conservative Party proceeded apace.
Mr. MacDonald had been in possession of the letter for ten days previous to its date of publication in the Press. He was undoubtedly placed in a dilemma, having negotiated the Anglo-Russian treaty as a party gesture, and having questioned the authenticity of the letter in his capacity as Foreign Secretary. It has been stated that he might have used the letter as a sign of his good faith. It was suggested that he should have taken credit to himself for revealing Russian propaganda, but with the suspicions of the Campbell case still against him, he would have been no better off in the eyes of the public. The 25th of October was a Saturday, a day perfectly timed for the launching of this dramatic coup. The Prime Minister had to make his reply on a Monday which he did in the course of a speech at Cardiff, Over the week-end the uncritical and already aroused public, had the chance to come to any conclusion that best suited its imagination. It was a tactical move that probably no propagandist could have countered. The Socialists convinced themselves that the letter was a